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dumping of cotton goods facilitated by the depreciation
of the yen, and the latter in respect of the 400 per cent,
increase of duty on pig iron—and are both asking for the
abrogation of the convention.
Another defect under the existing constitutional position
is that all the interests affected are not properly consulted
before a commercial treaty is concluded and, in some
cases, even the text of the final document is not made
available in time. For instance, a commercial treaty was
concluded between Poland and India on 6th May 1931,
but the text of the treaty was not published in India even
till the end of December, though in Poland it was pub-
lished as soon as it was made.
Apart from the above drawbacks of the present situation,
it will be obvious that the responsible Minister for Com-
merce should be in a position to promote the interests of
Indian commerce abroad and for this purpose he must be
in a position to advance trade agreements with countries
within the Empire and outside. The channel of com-
munication is not so important as the text of the document,
and so long as the substance of a commercial treaty is
regarded as being within the purview of the responsible
Minister for Commerce, the form in which it is concluded
and its actual negotiation and conclusion might remain
with the Minister in charge of External Affairs, who would
be responsible to the Governor-General. All commercial
treaties should be subject to ratification by the legislature.
With the adoption by His Majesty's Government of a
general import tariff as a part of their fiscal policy, their
angle of vision with regard to trade treaties must be
different from what it was in the old Free Trade days.
As was pointed out by Mr. Wedgwood Benn, control by the
British Government in present circumstances would lay
them under the suspicion of making commercial agree-

